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G-E Pyranet ™ capacitors, including the 25-kvar pole- 
mounted unit, can be shipped almost immediately — many 
items from stock. They can be in service, helping you meet 
demands, in a matter of weeks. They are one of the most reli- 
able pieces of equipment you can install. Capacitor kilovars 
are the lowest-cost means of gaining kw capacity on existing 
systems. Apparatus Dept., General Electric Company, 
Schenectady 5,N. Y. 
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Capacitors can help you deliver more kilowatts — 
quickly, and at low cost — now — when you need them. 
Even if the power factor of your system is as high as 95 per 
cent, you should check into the possibilities of increasing 
kilowatt capacity of generators, transmission lines and 
transformers — of cutting losses — and of reducing 


voltage drop — by immediate installation of capacitors. 
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ELECTRICAL INDUSTRY’S 





The Electrical Week 


There was only one big story in the power indus- 
try this week—that storm. It levelled power lines 
from the Corn Belt to the Atlantic and forced even 
utility men to admit they were hard hit. Our survey 
shows that a million customers may have had service 
interrupted at one time or another. In New York, 
NEMA’s W. J. Donald revealed that 1947 electrical 
manufacturing output set a peace-time record. In 
Washington, legislation was suggested to finance 
Reclamation projects by bond sales. In Knoxville, 
TVA reported a record output in the year ended last 
June 30. More of it than usual was steam-generated. 


Rapid depletion of high-grade iron ores in Minnesota 
focuses increasing attention on deposits in Labrador, 
Newfoundland, and upper New York State. Because it is 
uneconomic to ship iron ore very far by rail, this situation 
indicates possible new and strong support for the St. 
Lawrence Seaway. 


The scale presently is balanced 
against the project. Active steel industry support for the 
Seaway might change the balance. 







Electric utilities don’t stand to be affected directly 
by inflation controls—either in their present mild 
form or on any broader basis which might be adopted 
later. Coal and oil allocations, on a voluntary basis, 
are in the cards; but utilities will get priority. Some 
Interior people want machine-by-machine allocation 
of generating equipment. They won't get it. 


W. N. Matthews Corp is ironing the last kinks out of a 
thermal interrupter which will permit customers to be 
billed on a demand basis. Development was suggested by 
Ebasco. Application would be to flat-rate electricity cus- 
tomers. Initial use probably would be in South America, 


Mexico and China. 


e . e 


No repeal of the federal energy excise tax this year. 
There will be Congressional moves in that direction, 
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WEEKLY NEWS REPORT 








but the Republican leaders will veto them. They 
don’t want to give Truman more fuel for his anti- 
utility barrage. Some people now consider this a 
major Democratic campaign issue. 


What a whale oj a difference just a few years make. 
In 1941, FPC estimated the 1943 peak load at 42,715,000 
kw. The actual was 37,063,961. A few weeks ago, FPC 
estimated the 1947 peak at 49,500.000 kw. Last week, 
EEI set it at exactly that. 


Don’t look for any serious slashes below budget 
figures in construction funds sought by Bureau of 
Reclamation, TVA, Bonneville or REA. In election 
years, economy axes lose their edges. But Congress 
will trim administrative funds, especially for Recla- 


mation and REA. 


Steel shortage and production stringencies have forced 
the British to cut their power generation equipment pro- 
gram for 1950 and ’51 by 1,000,000 kw a year. That will 
leave Britain 825,000 kw short in 1951-52. 





Recurring rumors of Interior Secretary Krug’s im- 
minent resignation still are premature. He already 
is prepared to represent Interior before Congress on 
appropriations and foreign aid measures. This job 
will extend well into next summer. 


An eastern utility, hard hit by last week’s sleet storm, 
will begin an immediate campaign for tree-trimming 
rights. Officials believe that customers who have been 
out of service for two or three days because of lines 
dropped by falling trees won’t be too reluctant to sign. 


Pleased with the success of their dry-type trans- 
formers, manufacturers are now pushing dry-type 


regulators. About 50 of the induction feeder type 


have been sold to Commonwealth Edison, Central 
Hudson, Philadelphia Electric, Sioux City G&E, Iowa 
Public Service and PS of Colorado. 











Sleet Storm Batters Utilities 
from Iowa to Atlantic Coast 


Elements De What War and Greatest Peace-Time Demand 
Failed to Do—1,000,000 Customers Witheut Service for 
Varying Periods—Modern Equipment Helps Speed Recovery 


Tue ELEMENTS LAST WEEK did what 
a war and the greates: peace-time 
demand for electric power failed to do. 
They cut off service to at least 1,000,- 
000 customers. This week (Jan 8) 
a few thousand of the million were 
still without power and were likely 
to be without it for three or four more 
days. 

From southern Iowa to southern 
New England, utilities told ELectricat 
Wortp the same story. There was 
sleet. It formed on the wires and on 
the trees. If the ice-clad wires didn’t 
come down of their own weight, the 
trees or branches fell and bore down 
the wires. The rural areas were hit 
hardest. Recovery within 24 hours 
was usual though often construction 
was temporary. 


Most Destructive in History 


It is safe to say that the storm, 
which affected an area of 100,000 sq 
mi, was the most destructive in the 
history of the utility industry. No 
utility spokesman would venture to 
estimate the loss to his system. Those 
who know the costs of importing line 
crews to make repairs and to replace 
lines at today’s costs, the extra ex- 
pense of overtime pay to keep crews 
on the job to get service to the all- 
important residential customer, and 
the loss of revenue when lines are out 
for 24 hours or more. can make their 
own estimate. It is as likely to be as 
accurate as any made by anyone else. 

Recovery was hastened by the use 
of modern equipment. Two-way radio 
systems proved invaluable. Some com- 
panies used airplanes or helicopters 
for line patrolling. Power saws and 
tree-trimming equipment were in great 
demand. Well-equipped line trucks 
were even more useful than during 
normal operating conditions. 

All utilities reported assistance in 
the form of line crews and trucks from 
other utilities and contractors. Many 
companies were fortunate in that the 
storm affected only a part of their 
systems. Trucks and crews were 
rushed from the unaffected areas. 

The storm started in the West on 
the night of Dec 31. It swept east on 
an irregular course reaching the At- 
lantic coast late Jan 1. Especially in 


eastern Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and 
the metropolitan New York area, the 
utilities were just recovering from the 
greatest snow in history which had 
ended less than a week before. 

In the Midwest, the storm was one 
of the severest in history. Ice accumu- 
lations up to 2 in. and winds up to 
60 mi an hour were reported. Hardest 
hit were Public Service Co of Northern 
Illinois and Northern Indiana Public 
Service Co. Illinois had more than 
3.000 distribution circuits, serving 
more than 75 percent of its area, out 
of service New Year’s morning. The 
Indiana company had more than 50 
percent of its lines down at the same 
time. 

lowa Southern Utilities Co lost four 
13.2-kv circuits feeding four towns. 
In Burlington, over a third of 1,500 
customers had no power because drops 
were down. 

Indiana Service Corp’s entire area 
was affected. More than one third of 
the distribution circuits were out of 
service. The 33-kv distribution system 
was disrupted. Seventeen extra crews 
were brought in to help. Lines could 
not be worked “hot”. 

The southeastern section of Michigan 
was hit. Detroit Edison Co was the 
sufferer. A portion of the fashionable 
Grosse Pointe area was without power 
most of one night. At Monroe, 5,000 
out of 15.000 customers were without 
A 120-kv tower line between 
Ypsilanti and Ann Arbor had to be 


power. 


Steam Does Its Bit 


The old government-industry ar- 
gument about the values of hy- 
droelectric power will get a shot 
in the arm, perhaps, from the 
44th Annual Statistical Issue of 
Electrical World. The 1947 ree- 
ord, for example, shows that 
just about every bit of the 32 
billion kwhr increase last vear 
over 1946 output was carried by 
fuel-electric power plants. The 
newest Statistical Issue will show 
a lot of other things, too. It'll 
be published Jan 17. Don’t miss 
your copy. 





spliced in seven places to withstand 
its load of ice. 

Detroit’s municipal lighting system 
was hit hard. Normal conditions had 
not be restored on Jan 6. 

Consumers Power Co short circuited 
its heavy voltage lines from its Mor. 
row Plant near Kalamazoo. The power 
surge melted ice which threatened 
them. 

In Ohio, Toledo Edison Co was most 
severely affected. Four breaks in the 
high-voltage line circling Toledo, in 
and out of the Acme Plant, cut off 
power to primaries and secondaries. 
Lines serving the Defiance and Wau- 
seon areas were brought down by ice 
and carried the poles with them. In 
all Toledo Edison had more than 700 
breaks in primaries, and 500 poles 
were down. Bowling Green was with- 
out power for four hours when the 
feeder from Toledo broke. 

The Napoleon, Ohio, municipal sys- 
tem was without power for seven hours 
when a tree fell across the main power 
line. Ohio Public Service Co escaped 
lightly. 

In the Erie district of Pennsylvania 
Electric Co. eight communities were 
isolated, but all for less than 24 hours. 


Metropolitan Edison Hit Hard 


Metropolitan Edison Co was hit 
severely in the area from Reading, 
Pa., north to the foothills of the Po- 
conos in the vicinity of Stroudsburg. 
Easton service was seriously affected. 
A 110-kv line running from Easton to 
Reading was out 40 hours. A heli- 
copter was used to locate the break. 

Neighboring Pennsylvania Power & 
Light Co suffered its greatest loss in 
the Allentown-Bethlehem district of the 
Lehigh Valley. A 1.000-ft, 66-kv river 
crossing was lost. It took nearly four 
days to replace it. <An_ oil-circuit 
breaker blew at the Freemansburg 
substation. Fortunately, a new breaker 
was standing ready to replace an old 
unit, and was promptly installed. At 
Cherry Hill near Stroudsburg, four 
A-frame steel towers carrying a 32-kv 
line collapsed. 

As service was restored, numerous 
interruptions were reported as the ice 
on trees and wires melted, causing the 
wires to snap together. Tripouts were 
handled quickly by company service 
crews. 

The storm struck the Philadelphia 
Electric Co in an area north of Jenkin- 
town and Norristown and west to Dow? 
ingtown. Fifteen major transmission 
lines and hundreds of others were dow?. 
One hundred crews. including some 
from other utilities, were put to work. 
Line crews worked 18 hours on and 
6 off. All available employees includ: 
ing office workers were on the job 
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THIS IS A SCENE in Reading, Pa., as a lineman (indicated by arrow) of the 
Metropolitan Edison Co repairs a broken line. But this setting was duplicated 
in thousands of communities during last week’s big sleet storm 





restoring service. 
$200,000. 

In northwestern 
Jersey Power & Light Co probably 
was affected more severely than any 


Damages may total 


New Jersey, New 


utility anywhere. Two 114-kv_ trans- 
mission lines serving its Holland Plant 
were still down on Jan 6.  Intercon- 
nections were supplying much of the 
power for the system. Small distribu- 
tion lines and drops were in a de- 
plorable condition. Thirty line crews 
were borrowed from contractors and 
other utilities. 

In similar shape was the northern 
division of the Jersey Central Power 
& Light Co. Many small towns were 
without service for four days, some 
over a week. 


All help available in 


the Southern division was sent north. 
Other crews came from as far south 
as Maryland. With all its neighbors 
in trouble themselves, Jersey Central 
had to look elsewhere for help. 

Public Service Electric & Gas Co. 
serving northeastern New Jersey. had 
192,000 meters out at the height of 
the storm. In 24 hours, 150,000 were 
back. and in 60 hours all but about 
1,000. Entire towns and large sec- 
tions of others were without service 
for as much as 90 hours. The com- 
pany had 3,000 men and 1,000 cars 
and trucks on the job. Office workers 
and meter readers were sent out to 
work under supervision. 

New York’s Consolidated Edison re- 
ported 35,000 interruptions in over- 









head service. Most were in Brooklyn 
and Queens, where 354,000 customers 
receive overhead service. About 2,000 
workers were on the job. In Queens 
and Brooklyn alone, wires were re- 
paired at 1,700 locations. Service was 
nearly normal] in all territory by Jan 3. 

In Westchester County, where the 
storm brought only more snow, damage 
was confined to the southern portion, 
the Westchester Lighting Co reported. 
The peak of outages on the West- 
chester system occurred about 5 p.m. 
Jan 2, a full day after much of the 
damage had been done in other met- 
ropolitan sections. Company officials 
said this was due to a high wind 
which arose late in the afternoon and 
blew down many ice-coated tree limbs 
that otherwise might not have dropped. 
About 10,500 customers, most of them 
residential, were off the lines. 


Gas Department Men Aid 


Nineteen poles were down and 1,500 
wire breaks, many of them on service 
drops, were reported. Gas department 
employees and office workers joined 
the fight. Virtually all customers were 
back on the line by nightfall, Jan. 4. 

On Long Island, the storm’s effects 
were spotty. But they were bad where 
it struck. Damage was confined to 
approximately 500 square miles on 
the North Shore in Suffolk and Nassau 
Counties. 

More than 50,000 residential cus- 
tomers were without service early Jan. 
2. Long Island Lighting Co threw 
1,200 men into the job, among them 
several crews hired from local con- 
tractors. By midnight. Jan 2, only 
1,300 homes remained unserved. These 
were re-connected by noon, Jan 3. 


Staten Island Loss Light 


Staten Island Edison Co suffered 
relatively less than the systems on 
either side of it. Several of its distribu- 
tion circuits were out, and “several 
thousand” families were off the line for 
varying periods. All had service by 
nightfall, Jan 3. It was estimated that 
about 15 percent of Staten’s customers 
were off at the time of peak outage. 
This would be about 8,000 customers. 

Few New England electric utilities 
suffered greatly. The Greenwich area 
of Connecticut Light & Power’s sys- 
tem was hard hit, however, from falling 
trees. Distribution lines were down 
for many hours. These were rapidly 
restored to service by line crews from 
various parts of the territory. 
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Finance Reclamation Projects 


with Bonds, Senator Advocates 


Cain, Washington Republican, Preparing Bill to Let Treasury 
Sell Bonds to Public to Finance “Self-Liquidating’’ Features 
of Projects—Plan Would Curtail Fights Over Appropriations 


EARLY IN the present session Congress 
probably will get legislation providing 
for the funding of major federal Recla- 
mation projects through sales of fed- 
eral bonds, rather than by direct ap- 
propriations. 

At least one senator is preparing a 
bill to that effect, and the Senate Ap- 
propriations Committee has assigned 
special aides to a study of the feasibility 
of the proposal. The committee group 
is expected to make a report early in 
January. The Bureau of Reclamation 
also. has been asked to file its views. 

Sen Harry Cain, Washington Repub- 
lican, who sponsored the bond plan 
some weeks ago at a GOP policy con- 
ference. is drafting legislation to put 
it into effect. He claims the proposal 
has gained support in both the Senate 
and House. 

Cain first suggested that bonds be 
sold to the public by the Treasury to 
finance all features of projects listed 
by the Reclamation Bureau as “self- 
liquidating.” His later plans call for 
continued appropriations for naviga- 
tion, flood control, and other non-reim- 
bursable features of multiple-purpose 
projects. His bill probably will be re- 
vised further, he said, when he has the 
advice of economists and engineers now 
studying the plan. 

In brief, the Cain proposal would re- 
quire the Treasury to sell special rev- 


enue bonds to the public. Proceeds 
from such sales would go into a new 
account in the Treasury. Congress would 
continue its control of Reclamation ex- 
penditures by making annual alloca- 
tions from this account. 

Power revenues from multi-purpose 
Reclamation projects would be chan- 
neled into another new fund at the 
Treasury. This fund would be ear- 
marked to pay off principal and interest 
on the Reclamation bonds as they come 
due. Irrigation features would be fi- 
nanced in the same manner, with users 
of federal irrigation water making re- 
payments into the same fund or one 
similar to that established with power 
revenues. 

Senator Cain contends that his plan 
would eliminate, in the cases of most 
Reclamation construction now under 
way, annual battles in Congress over 
appropriations. Major projects, such as 
the Columbia Basin development, he 
added, always suffer through adminis- 
trative and Congressional reductions of 
their budget estimates for the year. 

For example, he asserted, there will 
be need for $52,000,000 for work in the 
Columbia Basin next year if construc- 
tion is to be carried on efficiently and 
expeditiously. With the prospect of 
heavy expenditures next year for foreign 
relief and other urgent requirements, 
the senator said the Pacific Northwest 








CENTER HILL DAM on the Caney Fork River in Tennessee where two 45,000-kw 
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units are to be installed with a third to follow later. Two closure monoliths are 
down to permit high water discharge pending completion of clearing of reservoir 
lands. The Army Engineers are in charge of construction 
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could not hope to obtain so much Ree. 
lamation money from Congress. Issu- 
ance of federal bonds, however, would 
permit the scheduling of this and other 
projects on a basis permitting their 
early completion, he declared. 

Only major objection raised to date 
has been that of some other Western 
legislators who objected to payments of 
interest on bonds for irrigation work. 
Costs of irrigation construction, under 
present Reclamation laws, are repay- 
able to the federal government without 
interest. 


SEC Half Moved; Caffrey 
Successor Still Unnamed 


Utilities dealing with the Securities 
and Exchange Commission found it 
functioning partially in Philadelphia 
and partially in Washington this week. 

In the midst of its return move to 
Washington, as directed by Congress 
last year, SEC had transferred its cor- 
poration finance division by midweek. 
Also in the capital were Acting Chair- 
man Robert K. McConnaughey and 
Commissioner Richard B. McEntire. 

Scheduled to leave Philadelphia next 
week, probably about Jan 13, were 
Commissioners Edmond M. Hanrahan 
and Harry: A. McDonald, and the staff 
of the Public Utilities Division. SEC 
was accepting filings of new security 
issues in Washington already, but list- 
ing of financing plans of utilities were 
to be filed in Philadelphia until next 
week, 

Meanwhile, there was no indication 
from the White House as to when the 
SEC vacancy, created by the resigna- 
tion Dec 31 of Chairman James J. 
Caffrey, would be filled. Apparently 
the Commission is awaiting this ap- 
pointment before electing its new chair- 
man, almost certain to be either com- 
missioner, McConnaughey or Hanra- 
han, the only present Democratic 
members. 

Though the Commission is attempt- 
ing to carry on all its functions, staff 
officials urged public utilities to delay 
filing of new financing plans a few 
days wherever possible. The bulk of 
SEC’s records, they pointed out, still 
are to be shipped from Philadelphia. 
and additional papers filed in that city 
might be held up unavoidably during 
the transfer. 


714% Raise Given 


All non-supervisory employees of the 
Appalachian Electric Power Co, Roan- 
oke, Va., except those represented by 
unions, have been granted a 714 percent 
wage increase. effective Jan 1. 
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Electrical Industry Production 


High in *47 to Be Higher in *48 


Production Last Year Exceeded Pre-War, Peace-Time Peak 
of 1941 — Appliances Manufactured at Twice 1941 Rate — 


NEMA 


DesPITE THE Fact that the electrical 
manufacturing industry pushed produc- 
tion in 1947 to the highest peace-time 
level, 40 percent over the pre-war peak 
year of 1941, all indications point to 
a further industry-wide production up- 
swing of 5 to 10 percent in 1948. 

This was revealed Jan 2, by W. J. 
Donald, managing director of the Na- 
tional Electrical Manufacturers Asso- 
ciation. He based his year-end state- 
ment on statistics collected on more than 
100 product categories. 

A notable feature of the heavy equip- 
ment segment of the industry, he re- 
ported, was the new high established 
in production of transmission and dis- 
tribution equipment in response to the 
heavy demands of utilities. The pro- 
duction level of this equipment, which 
includes power and distribution trans- 
formers, high-voltage insulators, switch- 
gear, lightning arresters, and watthour 
and demand meters, exceeded 1946 by 
75 percent and the 1941 level by 40 
percent. Another 10 percent rise is 
expected in 1948. 

However, it was the electric appliance 
divisions that lead the industry’s pro- 
duction parade. Appliance production 
was more than double that of 1941 and 
a full 100 percent over 1946. In 1948, 
an upswing of 25 percent over 1947 is 
expected. 


Over a Million Ranges 


Contributing heavily to the 1947 ap- 
pliance volume, Donald said, was the 
record production of electric ranges. 
The 1,250,000 ranges produced were an 
increase of 92 percent over the 650,000 
made in 1946 and 73 percent more than 
the 725,000 made in 1941. A 20 per- 
cent increase over 1947 is expected in 
1948, 

A similar increase is expected in 
the production of electric water heaters 
and household refrigerators, and home 
lreezer production is certain to show 
an even greater increase. 

Water heater production in 1947 
mounted to 1,000,000 units, 82 percent 
over the 550,000 units in 1946 and 400 
percent over the 200,000 units in 1941. 
Despite a serious shortage in enamel- 
ing steel and several other vital com- 
Ponents, 3,750,000 electric household 
tefrigerators were produced in 1947. 
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Director Pessimistic about Sheet Steel and Labor 


This total was 67 percent higher than 
that for 1946 and 10 percent higher 
than the previous peak year, 1941. 

Home freezer production in 1947 was 
400,000, against 150,000 units in 1946, 
a 167 percent rise. 

Scarcity of sheet steel and possible 
labor troubles were given as the two 
unfavorable aspects for 1948. Favor- 
able aspects were listed as the terrific 
expansion in the electric utility industry, 
better supplies of materials except steel, 
and the improvement in employee- 
employer relations. 


Flood Damages Settled 


Rutland, Vt., has settled its $1,200,- 
000 suit for damages against the Cen- 
tral Vermont Public Service Corp. The 
city accepted the utility’s offer of $287,- 
500. The state is to pay an additional 
amount, estimated at $60,000, for the 
construction and replacement of bridges 
in the city. The damages were the re- 
sult of a flood last June when the East 
Pittsford Dam broke. 


) 


STEEL SMOKE STACK, 55 ft long 
and weighing 8 tons, is moved to a 
new site at the Miami Plant of the 
Florida Power & Light Co 


FPC Revises Form 12-E 
to Secure Additional Data 


Federal Power Commission has re- 
vived its war-time power capacity ques- 
tionnaires for Class I Electric Utilities. 
Major companies have also been asked 
for new information on emergency steps 
they have taken to meet peak loads. 

The Commission revised and ex- 
panded its monthly form 12-E statement 
to include data on changes in system 
loads, new capacity, and generating 
plant retirements after lengthy discus- 
sions with industry representatives. 
Utility groups also conferred with FPC 
during preparation of the supplemental 
questionnaire covering load reductions, 
which Commission spokesmen said 
would be sent to the companies only 
once. 

The supplemental statement calls for 
estimated reductions effected at times 
of peak loads through (1) voltage re- 
duction, (2) curtailment of service to 
interruptible customers, (3) voluntary 
customer curtailment, (4) shifting of 
loads to off-peak periods, or (5) other 
methods. 

Commission officials asserted that 
they needed this data in order to gauge 
the “flexibility” of major electric utility 
systems. With peak loads soaring to 
record heights, they added, a number 
of systems have resorted to load reduc- 
tions without serious dislocation of 
normal service. Information on such 
methods for carrying loads beyond a 
system’s rated capacity would be es- 
pecially helpful to FPC in the event of 
future emergencies, Commission spokes- 
men declared. 

These sources refused to speculate as 
to whether or not FPC might publish 
this data, except to give assurance that 
load reduction estimates for individual 
companies would not be made public. 
There is some industry sentiment, they 
said, for publication of an over-all sum- 
mary of means adopted to meet loads 
beyond available capacity. 

Expansion of Form 12-E to include 
data collected during the war was made 
necessary by rapid rises in system loads 
and the increasing rate of installations 
of new equipment. 


Electric Home Booklet 


“Planning Your Home for Better 
Living—Electrically,” a 32-page, four- 
color booklet on adequate wiring and 
the value of proper electric appliances 
in the home, is now available from 
Edison Electric Institute, 420 Lexing- 
ton Ave, New York 17, N.Y. Cost is 
25 cents a copy. Special prices on 
quantity orders. 








Carbide & Carbon to Take 
Over Clinton Laboratory 


AEC Lab at Oak Ridge Will Be 
Used for Research in Chemical 
and Chemical Engineering Jobs 


Switching signals for the second time 
this year on its plans for the Clinton 
Laboratory at Oak Ridge, the Atomic 
Energy Commission has arranged to 
turn over operation of the laboratory 
to Carbide & Carbon Chemicals Corp. 
C&C already operates the diffusion and 
electromagnetic plants at Oak Ridge 
for produetion of U-235. 

Last fall Monsanto Chemical Co de- 
cided to quit its operation of Clinton 
as a result of policy disagreements with 
AEC and also, apparently, of rather 
strained relations between the company 
and laboratory personnel. At that time, 
the plan was that Chicago University 
would take over operation of Clinton 
at the beginning of this month. 

The decision to have C&C take over 
instead is the result of a change in 
operating policy for Clinton. This lab- 
oratory is now to concentrate on ap- 
plied research in chemical and chemi- 
cal engineering problems. Pile design 
projects are being transferred to the 
Argonne National Laboratory at Chi- 
cago, which has been specializing in 
this field. Many of the Clinton pile 
designers will transfer to Argonne. 

Take-over by Carbon & Carbide is 
waiting completion of contract negotia- 
tions. Meanwhile, Monsanto will con- 
tinue to operate the lab. 


Shift Follows AEC’s Trend 


The shift in program at Clinton cul- 
minates a trend which has been in 
evidence ever since AEC succeeded the 
Manhattan District. During its post- 
war period of operation, the Army had 
set up Clinton as a center for pile work. 
Work was started at that time on a 
demonstration pile, the so-called Dan- 
iels pile, for production of electric 
power. 

Under AEC, Argonne has been built 
up as the center for pile research; 
power production problems have been 
assigned to GE’s Knolls Laboratory; 
work on the Daniels pile has been 
dropped. Clinton’s new concentration 
on chemical problems completes the 
process. 

The chemical knowledge which Clin- 
ton will be seeking is one of the main 
keys to practical application of atomic 
energy both from the viewpoint of con- 
serving uranium and of achieving work- 
able atomic devices. Uranium inserted 
into an operating atomic pile is gradu- 
ally transmuted into an intense radio- 
active mixture of uranium, plutonium, 
and a multitude of fission products: 
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NEW Bergen Switching Station of the Public Service Electric & Gas Co provides 
facilities for transforming. switching, and distributing power from 132-kv line 


atoms of different elements formed by 
the splitting up of uranium. In the war- 
time plant at Hanford, the plutonium 
was extracted — in very complicated 
processes—and everything else was 
piled up for later attention. This pro- 
duced bombs, but it was terribly waste- 
ful. 

Problem before the Clinton chem- 
ists is to find convenient and effective 
ways of separating the whole mixture— 
taking out the plutonium for use in 
bombs or in other piles; purifying the 
uranium for return to the pile; extract- 
ing and isolating the fission products, 
many of which are valuable for re- 
search, industrial, or medical purposes. 


Federal Judge Dismisses 
Florida Power Corp Plea 


Decision on the right of the Florida 
Legislature to set up the Pinellas 
County Utility Board to regulate elec- 
tric utilities must be left to the state 
courts, Federal Judge Williams J. Bar- 
ker has ruled. He denied a request for 
an injunction sought by the Florida 
Power Corp against the board to pre- 
vent it from forcing the utility to sub- 
mit reports on its financial operations. 

Florida Power contended that utili- 
ties elsewhere in Florida are not so 
regulated and that it would cost more 
than $100,000 to break down its opera- 
tions in 33 counties to file reports of 
Pinellas operations required by the 
hoard. The Pinellas board has juris- 
diction only in the county. 

Since no federal question was raised 
and since the constitutionality of the 
act was questioned, Judge Barker said 
the state courts should decide. 


Bergen Switching Station 
Provides Added Capacity 


The new Bergen Switching Station at 
Ridgefield, N. J., has been placed in 
service by Public Service Electric & 
Gas Co, to add capacity for a section 
of northern New Jersey. The station in- 
corporates facilities for transforming, 
switching, and distributing bulk power 
received over a 132-kv steel-tower trans- 
mission line and distributed at 26.4 kv. 

Present facilities consist of a steel 
terminal structure for the 132-kv line, 
three single-phase transformers with a 
total capacity in excess of 55,500 kva, a 


spare transformer, two 26.4-kv_ bus 
structures, and four 26.4-kv line ter- 
minal equipments. <A _ rail-mounted 


transformer car is provided for moving 
the spare transformer. 

A two-story building houses accessory 
equipment for the control, supervision, 
electrical protection, and maintenance 
of the transformers and_ switching 
equipment. 

Terminal facilities for three addi- 
tional 26.4 kv lines will be completed 
in 1948. A second 55,500-kva_ trans 
former bank and a second 132-kv line, 
which will double the installed station 
capacity, are scheduled to be in service 
late in 1949, 


Gatineau Will Add Unit 


Gatineau Power Co will add a 21; 
000-hp unit to its Bryson, Que., hydro 
plant, raising its capacity to 77,000 hp. 
The plant is on the east side of the 
Ottawa River near Calumet Island. The 
unit is not expected to go into operation 
until late in 1949, 
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TVA Increases Use of Steam 


for Generation in Fiseal 1947 


Hydre Facilities Produced 92% of Year’s Output—TVA Was 
Importing Power as Year Ended—4102,600-Kw Capacity in 13 
Units Will Be Added by 1951—Power Revenues Rise Sharply 


INCREASED OPERATION of its steam gen- 
erating plants highlighted power activi- 
ties of the Tennessee Valley Authority 
during the fiscal year ended June 30, 
1947. 

Of the record total energy produc- 
tion of 14,797,000,000 kwhr generated 
by all TVA plants, 1,130,000,000 kwhr 
was produced at fuel plants, according 
to the agency's annual report to Con- 
gress and the President. Though a 
small percentage—about 8 percent—of 
total energy production, this compared 
with the 317,000,000 kwhr generated 
in fiscal 1946 by TVA steam plants. 

TVA reported that “practically all 
power produced” during the first four 
months of the fiscal year was generated 
at hydro plants. Later, however, “de- 
ficient rainfall, coupled with high level 
of system loads,” increased steam out- 
put until the end of the period, when 
steam generation was supplying about 
18 percent of average system load. TVA 
used 547,349 tons of coal during the 
year at an average cost of $4.49 per 
ton. 


Alcoa a Big Customer 


TVA also purchased 13,000,000 kwhr 
and obtained nearly 450,000,000 kwhr 
through interchanges with other sys- 
tems. Of the total system input of 
15,260,000,000 kwhr, 11,587,000,000 
kwhr were sold, another 1,789,000,000 
kwhr delivered to the Aluminum Co of 
America, and 1,127,000,000 kwhr went 
to other systems as interchange. The 
remaining 757,000,000 kwhr repre- 
sented system use and_ transmission 
losses. 

The report noted that though more 
power was delivered to interconnected 
systems than received from them dur- 
ing the year, the net flow of economy 
interchange was “into the TVA area 
rather than out” during the last three 
months. 

Outlining its expansion program, the 
Authority revealed that it will install 
4 total of 402,600 kw in new hydro- 
electric generating capacity between 


December, 1947, and March, 1951. The 
Program calls for four new generating 
units at Wilson Dam, two each at Fort 
Loudoun, Watauga and Wheeler; and 
one each at Douglas, Kentucky, and 
South Holston Dams. It also includes 
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installation of a new 30,000-kw unit at 
Alcoa’s Cheoah Hydro plant. 

Plants with a total initial capacity 
of 260,000 kw, being built by the Army 
Engineers on the Cumberland River 
watershed, also will be integrated with 
TVA plants under an agreement with 
the Interior Department. First of these 
scheduled for completion is Dale Hol- 
low Dam, going into operation early 
in 1948. Nowhere did the report men- 
tion additional steam-generating ca- 
pacity which the Authority has been 
reported planning. 

Power revenues, totaling $43,810,000 
were nearly $9,000,000 higher than in 
fiscal 1946. Net income after expenses, 
including $8,700,000 for depreciation 
and $1,668,000 in payments in lieu of 
taxes, but before interest on bonds, 
amounted to $21,839,000, as compared 
with $16,783,000 in fiscal 1946. Aver- 
age revenue was 3.78 mills per kwhr. 

Sales to municipal and cooperative 
distribution systems increased about 23 
percent over the previous year, to 4,583,- 
000,000 kwhr. These sales accounted 
for 45 percent of TVA’s power reven- 
ues during the year, the report stated. 
Sales to large industrial consumers 
and federal agencies, which dropped 
sharply during 1946, jumped to 5,422,- 
000,000 kwhr, slightly under their 1945 


level. 


Gas Companies Sold 


The Pennsylvania Electric Co has 
sold gas companies in Shippensburg, 
Lewiston, and Huntingdon to local com- 
panies in each of the cities for a total 
of $185,000. The companies were ac- 
quired in 1946 along with the electric 
properties of Pennsylvania Edison Co. 


Call It Salesmanship 


While setting 35 meters on a 
rural line, L. M. Burns, local 
manager for the Georgia Power 


Co, recently sold the following 


appliances: five refrigerators, 
two churns, 16 and 20 
cartons of electric lamps. 


irons, 






Agriculture Dept to Study 
Effects of Electrification 


Department of Agriculture has 
started a three-year study of the eco- 
nomic effects of farm electrification 
upon agricultural production and farm 
life. Started with an allocation of $20,- 
000 from research funds provided by 
the Research and Marketing Act, the 
survey is being conducted by the De- 
partment’s Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics. 

Rural Electrification Administration 
will cooperate in the study, and, BAE 
officials said, business-managed electric 
utilities also will be asked for assist- 
ance. 

On-the-spot investigations will be con- 
ducted in at least two agricultural 
areas, depending upon the availability 
of funds. BAE economists asserted that 
they hope to cover areas served by 
both REA borrowers and private utili- 
ties. 

Principal objective of the study. 
Agriculture announced, is “to obtain 
data that will help farmers to increase 
their efficiency and net returns from 
crop and livestock production through 
greater use of electric power.” 

But though BAE will emphasize the 
economic effects of electrification on 
farm production, it also will study re- 
lated factors such as the impact of 
rates on rural power consumption, the 
extent of profitable energy use of farms 
in various locations, changes in farm 
living conditions, and potential new 
power uses. BAE field men will seek 
befere-and-after-electrification compari- 
sons directly from farm operators. 


McGee, FPC Gas Lawyer, 
Resigns to Practice Law 


Charles E. McGee has resigned as 
assistant general counsel for the Fed- 
eral Power Commission, a position he 
has held since November, 1945. He 
will leave the commission “as soon as 
possible” after winding up “a few 
remaining jobs,” he told an ELectri- 
cAL WorRLD representative. 

A native of New Jersey, he became 
a member of FPC’s legal staff in 1943, 
after two years of service with the 
State Department. With the Commis- 
sién he specialized in the preparation 
and argument of natural gas cases. 
His most recent important case was 
concluded last summer when the Su- 
preme Court upheld FPC in a juris- 
dictional dispute with the Interstate 
Natural Gas Co. 

After a brief vacation, he plans to 
resume private practice in New York 
and, possibly, Washington. 





VEPCO, IBEW Headed 
for Foremen’s Union Fight 


Utility Signed Present Contract 
under Protest—Local 1522 Asks 


to Open Renewal Negotiations 


Virginia Electric & Power Co and the 
International Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers, AFL, apparently are headed 
for a showdown on the issue of fore- 
men’s unions. 

IBEW’s Local 1522, representing 
some 180 VEPCO foremen, has re- 
quested a company-union conference 
Jan 12 to renew its contract with the 
utility which terminates at midnight, 
Feb 29. At the same time, in com- 
pliance with Virginia’s utility labor 
law, the union notified Governor Tuck 
that it had attempted to open negotia- 
tions with the company. 

VEPCO officials, who signed a con- 
tract with Local 1522 last year under 
protest that they deemed a union of 
their foremen illegal, said they had re- 
ceived a letter from union officers but 
had entered into no negotiations. They 
refused to predict whether or not the 
company would confer with the union 
Jan 12. 


Governor Forced Last Pact 


VEPCO’s present agreement with 
Local 1522 was signed last year only 
after Governor Tuck intervened to 
avert a threatened strike. The utility 
announced that it was signing the agree- 
ment as a temporary settlement pending 
clarification of the status of foremen’s 
unions by the courts and Congress. It 
especially questioned the legality of 
organizations such as Local 1522, which 
placed supervisory personnel in the 
same union—IBEW—with other com- 
pany employees. 

VEPCO spokesmen later contended 
their objections had been sustained by 
enactment of the Taft-Hartley Act’s 
provision depriving foremen’s unions of 
bargaining privileges under legal pro- 
tection. The company since has made 
no statement indicating that it has 
changed its views in this respect. 

Local 1522, in its bid for new con- 
tract negotiations, notified the company 
that it would seek general salary in- 
creases and a uniform wage pattern. 
Its present agreement with the com- 
pany, a comparatively brief document, 
contains no formalized wage scale for 
the various types of foremen’s jobs. 

The local’s letter to the governor 
may be more than a necessary pre- 
liminary to a possible future strike call, 
labor observers pointed out. The union 
might be seeking a test of the Virginia 
law, which, unlike the Taft-Hartley 
Act. contains no definition of the term 
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“employee.” Since Local 1522 already 
has sought the protection of national 
labor laws—it was recognized by NLRB 
prior to Taft-Hartley—an interesting 
test of state vs federal labor laws might 
be forthcoming. 


3 Utilities May Cost B. C. 
Power Commission More 


The British Columbia Power Com- 
mission may have to pay $1,174,613 
more than it had figured for expropriat- 
ing properties of three private utilities. 

The Court of Appeal at Vancouver 
has denied the Commission’s appeal 
from a decision of Justice J. O. Wilson. 
The latter had refused to hear the 
Commission’s appeal from valuations 
set by the American Appraisal Co of 
Milwaukee. Justice Wilson said that the 
Commission had not appealed within 
the 30 days prescribed by the Electric 
Power Act. 

Unless the case is taken to the 
Supreme Court and reversed, these valu- 
ations of the Appraisal Company will 
stand: Nanaimo-Duncan Utilities, $1,- 
878,325; West Canadian Hydro-Elec- 
tric Corp, $3.462.020; and Columbia 
Power Co, $334,268, a total of $5,674.- 
613. The Commission values the proper- 
ties at $4,500,000. 





MEETINGS 


Edison Electric Institute—Transmission and _Dis- 
tribution Committee, New Jefferson Hotel, St. 
Louis, Mo., February 9-10; Prime Movers Com- 
mittee, Edgewater Beach Hotel, Chicago, Feb- 
ruary 9-10; Electrical Equipment Committee, 
Netherland Plaza Hotel, Cincinnati, February 
12-13; Accident Prevention Committee, Roose- 
velt Hotel, Pittsburgh, February 16-17. H. . 
Bennion, managing director, 420 Lexington Ave., 
New York 17, N. Y. 


Pennsylvania Electric Association—Prime Movers 
Committee, Hotel Alexander, Hagerstown, Md., 
February 19-20; R. L. Hallman, chairman, Penn- 
sylvania Power & Light Co, Hazleton, Pa. Elec- 
trical Equipment Committee, Castleton Hotel, 
New Castle, Pa., February 19-20; J. S. Brown, 
chairman, Duquense Light Co, Pittsburgh. Sys- 
tems Operation Committee, Abraham Lincoln 
Hotel, Reading, February 19-20; H. Webster 
Phillips, chairman, Philadelphia Electric Co, 
Philadelphia. Transmission and Distribution 
Committee, Castleton Hotel, New Castle, Feb- 
ruary 26-27; C. C. Farrell, chairman, Phila- 
delphia Electric Co, 900 Sansom St., Phila- 
delphia 5, Pa. 


Previously Listed 


Canadian Electrical Association—Winter Confer- 
ence, Chateau Frontenac, Quebec, January 12- 
18. 


American Institute of Electrical Engineers—Winter 
General Meeting, William Penn Hotel, Pitts- 
burgh, January 26-30. 


Missouri Valley Electric Association—Power Sales 
Conference, President Hotel, Kansas City, Mo., 
February 5-6. 


Edison Electric Institute—Meter and Service Com- 
mittee, Joint Meeting with the AEIC Committee 
on Metering and Service Methods, Biltmore 
Hotel, Okiahoma City, Okla., February 9-11. 
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SEC RULINGS 





Queens Boroucu Gas & Exectric Co’s 
proposal to sell $350,000 of 11-month 2 per. 
cent notes to two commercial banks has 
been approved. Proceeds will be used for 
construction. The utility is a subsidiary 
of Long Island Lighting Co. (Release No. 
7922). 


Kansas Gas & Etecrric Co has been 
permitted to borrow up to $2,500,000 from 
its parent, American Power & Light Co, 
or from banks for construction purposes. 
Loans are to be repaid when Kansas Gas 
finances its construction expenditures on a 
long-term basis, but not later than Septem- 
ber 30, 1948. (Release No. 7940). 


Pustic Service Co or New HaAmpsuire 
has been authorized to sell $3,000,000 first 
mortgage bonds, due 1978. No action was 
taken on a proposed sale of 139,739 addi- 
tional common shares to present stock- 
holders. Company requested that only 
issuance of the bonds be considered at 
this time and that consideration of the 
stock offering be put off until a_ later 
date. (Release No. 7949). 


NorTHERN States Power Co (Del.) 
failed to get clearance papers for its dis- 
solution plan because it does not provide 
sufficient participation to common stock- 
holders. The commission, however, stated 
in its ruling that if within 15 days from 
the date of the opinion (Dec 24) or such 
additional time as may be granted upon a 
proper showing, the plan is modified to 
meet suggested changes, it would give its 
approval. SEC held that preferred holders 
should receive about 78 percent of the 
Delaware company’s holdings of common 
stock of Northern States Co of Minnesota, 
the operating company, and common stock- 
holders 22 percent. The company’s plan 
proposed distribution of Minnesota com- 
mon stock to parent company stockholders 
on the basis of 83.27 percent to the pre- 
ferred and 16.73 to the common. The com- 
mission also stated the plan should be 
further amended to change the basis of 
the per share participations of the Dela- 
ware company’s class A and class B com- 
mon stockholders from the 10-to-1 ratio 
proposed in the company’s plant to 123-1. 
Another condition imposed by the commis- 
sion is that the Minnesota company com- 
mon stock be given limited pre-emptive 
rights and that the Minnesota company 
preferred and common stocks be given 
cumulative voting rights. (Release No. 
7950). 


Jail Sentence Upheld 


Twenty-two officers and members of 
Local 248, United Auto Workers, CIO. 
the union which last year ended 4 
lengthy strike at the West Allis plant of 
Allis-Chalmers Manufacturing Co, must 
go to jail. The Wisconsin Supreme 
Court has upheld their conviction by 4 
Milwaukee Circuit Court for contempt 
of court in violating a mass picketing 
injunction. The sentence was 60 days in 
the Milwaukee House of Correction. 
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Haggard Follows Hamilton 
as Assistant REA Head 


tant administrator of the Rural Electri- 
fication Administration after more than 
two years’ service in that post. He has 
been replaced by George W. Haggard, 
who resigned as general manager of 
the Texas Power Reserve Electric Co- 
operative, Inc, to join REA. Both 
changes were effective Jan. 1. 

Hamilton has returned to his native 
lowa to become editor and general 
manager of the Jowa Falls Citizen. He 
had been in federal service for nearly 
10 years, starting as information staff 
member for the Agricultural Adjust- 
ment Administration. In 1940, he was 
appointed assistant to the then Secre- 
tary of Agriculture, Claude Wickard. 
He became assistant REA administrator 
when Wickard was named to head the 
lending agency. 

Haggard has been general manager 
of Texas Power Reserve, a federation of 
100 REA-financed co-ops. for the past 
31% years. Previously, he was executive 
secretary of the Texas Farm Bureau 
Federation. 


Ontario Hydro Will Buy 
Power from Rubber Plant 


The Hydro-Electric Power Commis- 
sion of Ontario will buy the output of 
a 30.000-hp steam plant of the Polymer 
Corporation, Sarnia, Ont., a Crown- 
owned rubber company. A_ ten-year 
contract has been signed, and it is 
expected that the power will be avail- 
able by Oct 1, 1948, when new facilities 
have been installed by Polymer. 

Polymer has been supplying its own 
60-cycle electricity for producing chem- 
icals and synthetic rubber. It also has 
served some industrial consumers. When 
power is available for the Hydro sys- 
tem, all industries which desire 60- 
cycle current will be supplied. The 
power remaining will be converted to 
25 cycles for the main system. 

The contract provides that Polymer 
will supply about 4,000 hp on a firm 
basis and the remainder as desired by 
Hydro. The power will be fed into the 
Southern Ontario system through a fre- 
quency changer at London, Ont. 


James G. Biddle Dies 


James G. Biddle, a pioneer in the 
feld of measuring instruments and 
founder and chairman of the board of 
directors of the James G. Biddle Co, 
Philadelphia, died on Dec 21 after a 
brief illness. He was 79 years old. 
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Carl Hamilton has resigned as assis- 












































Billions of Kwhr 
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Electric Output Curve Turns Upward 


During the first week of the new 
year, the electric output curve turned 
upward, according to figures released 
by the Edison Electric Institute. 

The amount of electrical energy dis- 
tributed by the light and power com- 
panies of the country during the week 
ended Jan 3 amounted to 4,868,011,000 
kwhr, comparing with 4,829,579,000 
kwhr during the last week of 1947, 
that ending Dec 27. During the week 
ended Jan 4, 1947 the amount of elec- 
trical energy distributed totaled 4,573,- 
807,000 kwhr, this year’s figure repre- 
senting an increase of only 6.4 percent. 
The over-all percent change for the 
preceding week was an increase of 8.7 
percent. 

Every geographical region reported 
lower increases, with the exception 
of the Pacific Coast group, which 
showed a rise of 10.0 percent, com- 
pared with 6.3 percent. The Mid-Atlan- 








© January 10, 1948 


tic states reported only a 3.7 percent 
increase for week ended Jan 3. 


Weekly Output, Millions Kwhr 


1948 1947 1946 
Jan. 3 4,868 Jan. 4 4,574 Jan. 5 3,865 
1947 1946 1945 
Dec. 27 4,830 Dec. 28 4,442 Dec. 29 3,759 
Dec. 20 5,368 Dec. 21 4,940 Dec. 22 4,239 
Dec. 13 5,327 Dec. 14 4,778 Dec. 15 4,154 
Dec. 6 5,218 Dec. 7 4,673 Dec. 8 4,097 
Nov. 29 4,933 Nov. 30 4,448 Dec. 1 4,043 
Nov. 22 5,180 Nov. 23 4,765 Nov. 24 3,841 
Nov. 15 5,084 Nov. 16 4,700 Nov. 17 3,985 
Nov. 8 5,057 Nov. 9% 4,682 Nov. 10 3,948 
Nov. 1 5,009 Nov. 2 4,628 Nov. 3 3,899 


Percent Change from Previous Year 





Jan. 3 Dec. 27 Dec. 20 

New England ....... + 8.5 + 9.1 +- 6.8 
Mid-Atlantic ......... -+- 3.7 + 8.3 + 6.6 
Central Industrial .... + 8.3 + 8.9 +-10.4 
West Central ......... + 4.1 +10.7 +11.9 
Southern States ...... + 4.0 + 9,2 + 7.9 
Rocky Mountain ..... + 7.2 +-12.2 +10.0 
Pacific Coast ......... +-10.0 + 6.3 + 7.9 
Total United States. + 6.4 + 8.7 + 8.6 
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NLRB Rulings Interpret 
Taft-Hartley Provisions 


Two features of the Taft-Hartley Act 
were underscored in recent rulings of 
the National Labor Relations Board in- 
volving the electrical industry. One was 
the new rights given craft workers; the 
other was the one-year spacing between 
bargaining elections. 

In its first decision on the issue. 
NLRB has directed a bargaining elec- 
tion among pattern makers in the Cleve- 
land plant of Westinghouse Electric 
Corp to determine whether or not they 
wish to be represented by the Pattern 
Makers League of North America, AFL, 
in a unit separate from the United 
Electrical, Radio & Machine Workers. 
CIO. The UE-CIO, certified as bargain- 
ing agent of the pattern makers and 
other production employees in January. 
1944, cannot get on the ballot because 
it has not complied with the filing re- 
quirements of the new law. If the AFL 
union loses the election, the pattern 
makers will remain in the larger unit 
represented by the UE. 

At Kansas City Power & Light Co. 
NLRB has granted a petition of the 
International Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers, AFL, to separate “physical” 
employees from office and_ clerical 
workers, all of whom are now in one 
bargaining unit represented by the In- 
dependent Union of Utility Workers. 
The “physical” employees. including 
batterymen, instrument and relaymen. 
and appliance service men, will choose 
between the two unions or vote for no 
union. IBEW has represented the com- 
pany’s production workers since 1940. 

NLRB dismissed a petition of IBEW 
for a bargaining election among em- 
ployees of Lehrolite, Inc., Wallingford, 
Conn., because one year has not elapsed 
since the election last Jan 31. when the 
UE-CIO defeated the IBEW and won 
certification. The IBEW petition was 
filed last May. It was dismissed be- 
cause the Taft-Hartley Act precludes 
NLRB from holding an election “in any 
bargaining unit or any subdivision 
within which, in the preceding 12-month 
period, a valid election shall have been 
held.” 

Lehrolite makes fluorescent and in- 
candescant lighting fixtures. 


Lubbock Votes Bonds 


By a vote of 894 to 122, Lubbock, 
Tex., has approved a $2,185,000 bond 
issue. Of the money, $1,600,000 will be 
used for two 7,500-kw steam turbines 
and $585,000 for improvement of the 
distribution system. The first turbine 
has been ordered. 
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HAROLD E. MEADE, right, executive 
New Orleans Public 
Service, Inc, receives the gavel from 
D. J. Devlin. whom he succeeded as 
president of the New Orleans Associa- 


vice-president, 


tion of Commerce 


UE Going after 3rd-Round 
Wage Raises from Big 3 


The United Electrical Workers, CIO, 
plan a “third-round” wage drive against 
electrical manufacturing’s Big Three— 
General Electric, Westinghouse. and 
Allis-Chalmers—a UE official said this 
week (Jan 7). 

Recent price cuts by General Electric. 
the union said, are too small and too 
far removed from the cost-of-living 
items to warrant any holdoff on the 
drive against GE. April 1 is the date 
on which UE hopes to have new wage 
scales in effect. 

In announcing its series of 3 to 10 
price cuts last week, GE’s 
President Charles E. Wilson declared 
that GE would maintain the new levels 
“provided no further increase occurs in 


percent 


our own labor costs.” 


Who'd Hit a Lady? 


When the International Brother- 
hood of Electrical Workers re- 
cently picketed the headquarters 
of the AFL Teamsters’ union in 
Los Angeles, the teamsters and 
the pickets were soon fighting 
it out. The next day feminine 
members of IBEW filled the 
picket line. The teamsters let 
them Why should one 
AFL union picket another? 
IBEW thinks some 300 Team- 
sters’ union members who serv- 
ice juke boxes should be in the 
electrical union. 


alone. 








Wisconsin PSC Appeals 
Two Rivers Phone Case 


The Wisconsin Public Service Com- 
mission has appealed a lower court 
decision that junked its “new freedom” 
regulatory philosophy. 

Commission Counsel H. T. Ferguson 
on Jan 3 asked the Wisconsin Supreme 
Court to nullify a decision by Cir- 
cuit Judge Alvin Reis. The Reis deci- 
sion, in turn, reversed the PSC’s order 
in the Commonwealth Telephone-City 
of Two Rivers case. In that decision, 
PSC ruled that it was not required to 
value Commonwealth’s property or to 
find a rate of return on any valuation. 
PSC ruled, instead, that it could merely 
find a “reasonable profit” to be realized 
from the property. 

In overturning the Two Rivers deci- 
sion, Judge Reis argued that the Hope 
decision did not free any commission 
from valuing property before setting 
rates. He added that even if it had 
done so, the PSC remained under the 
compulsion of Wisconsin law, which 
requires written findings of fact. 

e 


Fresno District to Start 
Race For Kings R Sites 


Fresno Irrigation District will open 
the race for upstream power develop- 
ment sites on California’s Kings River 
on Jan 26. On that date, the Federal 
Power Commission will open hearings 
at Fresno on the District’s application 
for a hydroelectric project license. 

The Fresno district plans to build a 
dam and power plant on the North Fork 
and Main Stream of Kings River above 
the Pine Flat Dam, now under con- 
struction by the Army Engineers. The 
site is one of several which engineers 
predict will be ideal for hydroelectric 
development on completion of Pine 
Flat. 

The Bureau of Reclamation, looking 
for power project sites for development 
in conjunction with its irrigation work 
in the area, is known to be concerned 
over the District’s application. Bureau 
representatives, as well as those of the 
Engineers, probably will participate in 
the Fresno hearing. Private interests, 
including electric utilities, also are re 
ported in the upstream sites. 


No More Free Light 


Henderson, Ky., which since 1926 has 
been giving new manufacturing plants 
free taxes, water, and electricity for 
lighting purposes for the first five years, 
has abandoned the practice. One of the 
reasons for the change is that the 
municipal power plant is unable to sup: 
ply present demands. 
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Purchase and opening of a new ware- 
house in Birmingham, Ala., has been 
announced by Oliver Iron & Steel Corp, 
Pittsburgh, Pa., as a step in its south- 
ern expansion program, according to 
B. W. Johnson, general manager of 
sales, Oliver pole line hardware di- 
vision. The new warehouse, located at 
2431 North 29th Ave, will handle the 
company’s pole line hardware and con- 
struction specialties exclusively and 
will quadruple Oliver’s former Birming- 
ham warehousing facilities for all types 
of products. J. H. Beaty, Birmingham 
district manager of the pole line hard- 
ware division, will be in charge of the 
new warehouse. 


Gibson Refrigerator Co, Greenville, 
Mich.. has announced the purchase of 
the Murray Corp of America plant and 
warehouses in Belding, Mich. The new 
facilities, comprising 150.000 sq ft, will 
be used to further increase production 
of refrigerators and electric ranges. 


Aluminum Co of America is planning 
to erect a new plant for the manufac- 
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Manufacturers Announce Plant Expansion 


ture of aluminum rod, wire and elec- 
trical transmission cable, according to 
C. S. Thayer, works manager of Alcoa’s 
smelting operations. The new plant will 
be erected at or near the Vancouver 
smelting works. “It is possible,” said 
Mr. Thayer, “that some of Alcoa’s pres- 
ent equipment for manufacturing wire, 
rod and cable would be transferred to 
the proposed new plant from other 
locations, and, additional new equip- 
ment would also be installed. Thus a 
considerable part of the aluminum now 
produced by the company at Vancouver 
would be fabricated into semi-finished 
products at or near Vancouver.” 


Western Electric Co plans to build a 
new warehouse in Indianapolis to re- 
place its present quarters at 420 W. 
Ohio St, and has taken an option on a 
four-acre site at W. 18th St and Sugar 
Grove Av. 


Hamilton Rubber Mfg Corp, manu- 
facturers of industrial rubber products 
in Trenton, N. J., has opened a branch 
office and warehouse in Houston, Tex., 


JUDGES review entries in Pennsylvania Transformer Co’s Distribution Trans- 
former Name Contest. Left to right: Dr B. R. Teare, Jr, head of the Electrical 
Engineering Department of Carnegie Institute; Prof H. E. Dyche, head of the 
Electrical Engineering Department of University of Pittsburgh; and Homer H. 
Wagner, chief electrical engineer of PTCO. Winners will be announced Jan 17 
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at 2017-19 Preston Av. The new branch 
is under the direction of W. A. Olivier, 
who has recently been appointed gen- 
eral manager of the southern division. 


Bakelite Corp is engaged in the most 
extensive plant expansion program in 
its history, scheduled for completion 
this year. Three new plants are being 
built and three present plants enlarged, 
which will mean an increase of 50 per- 
cent in total plastic ouput. A large new 
plant at Ottawa, IIl., has started operat- 
ing and will be in full production next 
spring. A new plant at Monterrey, 
Mexico, has started running and an- 
other in Belleville, Ontario, Canada, 
will be finished toward the end of next 
year. 


Shifts Plant to Expand 
Fluorescent Output 


The section of the small motor manu- 
facturing operations of the Westing- 
house Electric Corp temporarily located 
at Fairmont, W. Va., soon will be trans- 
ferred to Bellefontaine, Ohio, to clear 
the way for expansion of fluorescent 
lamp manufacturing facilities in Fair- 
mont. The new plant at Bellefontaine 
will be located approximately 35 mi 
from the small motor division head- 
quarters plant which is at Lima, Ohio. 

L. E. Osborne, senior operating vice- 
president of Westinghouse. explained 
that the move has a two-fold objective, 
being designed to meet the increased 
demand for fluorescent lamps and to 
maintain a high rate of production of 
fractional hp motors. 

“The Westinghouse Lamp Division,” 
Mr Osborne said, “currently is faced 
with the problem of supplying a greatly 
increased demand for fluorescent lamps. 
Machines for this purpose now are be- 
ing manufactured for installation at 
Fairmont. It is anticipated that most of 
the people now in the motor operations 
at Fairmont can be employed in the 
expanding lamp division activities.” 

Small motor production at Fairmont 
will continue during the first half of 
1948 while the Bellefontaine plant is 
being built. 

By the time full production is 
achieved at Bellefontaine, probably in 
the early part of 1949, the new plant 
will employ some 400 people of whom 
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about 40 percent will be women. 

Mr. Osborne explained that the small 
motor division had established its sup- 
plementary manufacturing operation in 
Fairmont in 1944 on a temporary basis. 
The transfer of small motor operations 
returns approximately 60,000 sq ft of 
floor space to fluorescent lamp produc- 
tion at Fairmont. An additional 75,000 
sq ft of space was gained by a recently 
completed addition to the plant. 


Manufacturers Make 
Sales Assignments 


Electrical manufacturing companies 
have recently made the following ap- 
pointments to their sales staffs: 


Line Materia Co, Milwaukee, Wis., has 
appointed George Gauden as field engineer 
for the Los Angeles territory. He will 
cover the southern parts of California and 
Nevada, replacing Alvin Coyle, who has 
been transferred to the Line Material Co 
of Pennsylvania as sales manager, wired 
radio division. William P. Ogilvie, man- 
ager of the Line Material San Francisco 
branch office and local field engineer, has 
been transferred to Sacramento to serve 
as field engineer in that territory. C. W. 
Ashby, Tampa, Florida branch, has been 
transferred to the Birmingham, Alabama 
district office, where he will serve as field 
engineer. 


McGraw Etectric Co, Clark Water 
Heater Division, has appointed J. G. Good- 
rich, 01537 S. W. Comus, Portland, Ore.. 


northwest district manager. 


Joun S. Barnes Corp, Rockford, IIlL., 
has appointed B. W. Rogers Co, 850 South 
High St, Akron, Ohio, as its sales repre- 
sentative. The Rogers organization oper- 
ates principally in the Cleveland, Youngs- 
town, Akron and Toledo areas. 


Baitey Meter Co, Cleveland, has ap- 
pointed G. R. Mays as manager of its St. 
Louis branch office located at 4030 Chou- 
teau Av, to sueceed L. E. Evans, resigned. 
Mr Mays has been connected with Bailey 
since 1931. 


Devta-Star Evectric Co, Chicago, has 
appointed G. L. Bleich, P.O. Box 325, Nor- 


folk, Neb., as representative in that state. 


Apex Gives Bonus Checks 


Apex Electrical Manufacturing Co, 
Cleveland, has presented $500 bonus 
checks to 17 workers, who have com- 
pleted 25 years of service. In addition, 
they received a month’s vacation with 
pay, which they will also receive yearly 
during the remainder of their service 
with the company. Thirty-two other 
employees received gold watches in 
recognition of their first 20 years with 
the company and 22 received certificates 
and service pins for completion of 
15 years with Apex. 
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A weekly selection of U. S. electrical construction projects announced by private 
and government utility systems involving more than $70,000. Also listed are major 
industrial and construction jobs where electrical work is indicated or implied 


UTILITIES 


Proposed Construction 


Arkansas—Riceland Electric Co-opera- 
tive, Stuttgart, Arkansas Co., completing 
2 mi. rural distr. lines and 71 mi. rural 
distr. lines, Arkansas Co. $180,000. 

Colorado—Delta-Montrose Rural Power 
Lines Assoc., Delta, completing 89 mi. 
rural distr. lines, Delta Co. $256,000, 

Fla., Jacksonville — City, furnishing 
three 37,500 kva. power transformers and 
2 sets spare parts and accessories, for 
Power Plant 2. Plans deposit $1. Reynolds, 
Smith & Hills, 10 S. Laura St., engrs. 

Idaho—Bureau Reclamation, Dpt. In- 
terior, Bldg. 1-A, Denver Federal Center, 
Denver, Colo., furnishing, deliv. f.o.b. cars 
shipping point or f.o.b. cars Mountain 
Home, 2 indoor type metal enclosed cu- 
bicles containing generator’ protective 
equip. and potential transformers; 2 bus 
structures; two 25 kva 7,200 to 120 volt 
single phase, 60 cycle, self cooled, indoor 
type distri. transformers; two 27 kw, 66.4 
volt, 400 ampere, continuous rating, 0.164 
ohm grid type resistor units, for Units 1 
and 1, Anderson Ranch Power Plant, 
Boise Proj., Spec. 2069. Plans deposit 
$1.25. 

Ia., Sanborn—City, light and power 
plant and distr. sys. addns., $75,000; one 
500 to 700 hp. complete diesel generating 
unit, bldg. alterations, switchboard and 
wiring. $75,000. 

Mo., Independence—City, R. T. Sermon, 
mayor, City Hall, municipal power plant 
alterations and addns. Plans deposit $25 
Black & Veatch, 47076 Broadway, Kansas 
City 2, Mo., engrs. 

Montana—Bureau Reclamation, Dpt. In- 
terior, Fort Peck, 1,500 kva., 115,000 to 
34,500 volt McCone Co. Electric Co-opera- 
tive. Substation, Fort Peck Proj., near 
Glendive, Spec. 2070. 

0., Columbus—Ohio Fuel Gas Co., N. 
Front St., compressor station, 22 mi. 
transmission lines in Knox and Rich- 
land Counties, addnl. gas storage areas. 
$2,310,800. 

Oklahoma—Northwestern Electric Co- 
operative, Woodward, sys. imprvs., reha- 
bilitation distr. sys., completing previously 
approved construction. 337 mi. rural distr. 
line, Woodward Co. $900,000. 

Pa., Etna—Etna Boro, electric light 
plant imprvs., incl. furnishing, erecting or 
supervising erection and putting into op- 
eration at electric light plant a 2,000 kw. 
steam engine turbine, general condenser 
and auxiliaries and 500 hp. boiler stoker 
and auxiliaries. $250,000. Plans deposit 
$10, returnable. Joseph Breslove, Oliver 
Bldg., Pittsburgh, ener. 

Texas—New Era Electric Co-operative, 
Athens, 126 mi. addnl. rural distr. lines 
and sys. imprvs., Henderson Co. $200,000. 

Virginia—Northern Piedmont Electric 
Co-operative, Culpepper, completed con- 
struction with prior REA approval and 
for purchase and_ rehabilitation head- 
quarters facilities, Madison Co. $190,000. 

Washington — Public Works Officer, 
Bldg. 78, Puget Sound Navy Yard, Brem- 
erton, replacing power supply sys. at com- 
munication station, Bainbridge, Island, for 
Yards & Docks Annex, Navy Dpt., Arling- 
ton, Va. Plans deposit $10. 

Wisconsin—Barron County Electric Co- 
operative, Barron, completing previously 
approved construction sys. imprv. and 351 
mi. rural distr. lines, Barron Co. $635,000. 


Low Bidders & Contracts Awarded 


Conn., Milford—U. S. Electric Motor 
Co., Old Gate Lane, foundation for 1 story, 
200x250 ft. monitor type factory addn., 
to Kelly-Wood Co., 76 Center St., New 
Haven. Est. $200,000. 

Ia., Ames—State Bd. Educ., Des Moines, 
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Dec. 12, remodeling, enlarging power and 
heating plant, Iowa State College, from 
Fuel Economy Eng. Co., New York Bldg., 
St. Paul, Minn. $769,850. Brown Eng. Co., 
202 Valley Bank Bldg., Des Moines, engrs. 

Neb., Fairbury—City, power plant im- 
prvs., to Carrother Bros. Constr. Co., Pa- 
ola, Kan. $169,400. Bids 12/16. 

N. D., Grafton—City, W. F. Schutt, 
aud., furnishing, installing diesel gener- 
ating unit in municipal power plant, to 
Fairbanks, Morse & Co., 220 E. 5 St., St. 
Paul, Minn. $74,300. Bids 12/15. 


INDUSTRIAL, COMMERCIAL 
& PUBLIC BUILDINGS 


Proposed Construction 


Del., Wilmington — John Wanamaker, 
City Hall Square, Phila., Pa., plans by 
Massena & DuPont, 794 Delaware Ave., 
department store, shopping center, park- 
ing area. $1,000,444. Louis A. Doane, 
Pennsylvania R. R. Bldg., consult. engr. 


Mich., Albion—Albion College, Albion, 
Men’s Residence Hall. $500,000. 

Oklahoma, Stillwater—Oklahoma A & 
M College, Bd. Regents, State Capitol 


Bldg., Oklahoma City, student union bldg. 
$3,000,000. Extended date. Sorey, Hill & 


Sorey, ist Natl. Bank Bldg., Oklahoma 
City, engrs. 

Pa., Torrance—Dpt. Property & Sup- 
plies, Harrisburg, plans by Sorber & 
Hoone, 711 1st Natl. Bank Bldg., Greens- 
burg, 2 and 3 story, 100 x 304 ft., brick, 
steel Torrance State Hospital addn. 
$3,125,000. 


Pa., Warren—Dpt. Property & Supplies, 
Harrisburg, women’s bldg. $500,000 ad- 
mission bldg. $1,747,500, at Warren State 
Hospital. A. F. Jones, c/o owner, ch, engr. 

Pa., Woodville—Dpt. Property & Sup- 
plies, Harrisburg, admission bldg. at 
Woodville State Hospital. $1,747,500. A. F. 
Jones, c/o owner, ch, engr. 


Low Bidders & Contracts Awarded 


Ind., Indianapolis—Bd. School Trustees, 
Indianapolis, Broad Ripple High School 
addn., to Service Constr. Co., 534-35 Ind. 
Pythian Bldg. $539,936. Bids 11/7, 
awarded 11/12. 

La., Baton Rouge—Louisiana State Uni- 
versity and Agricultural & Mechanical 
College, Baton Rouge, Dec. 19, 3 womens 
housing units, from R. P. Farnsworth & 
Co. Inc., 1515 S. Salcedo St., New Orleans. 
$1,826,000. 


Miss., Jackson—State Bldg. Comn., 
Jackson, Dec. 23, general contract 15 
story, bsmnt., rein.-con., limestone, steel 


office, air-conditioning, from J. A. Jones 
Constr. Co., 209 W. 4 St., Charlotte, N. C., 
$1,870,000***plumbing and heating, from 
American Plumbing & Heating Co., 829 
Baronne St., New Orleans, La., $623,597 
***olectrical work, from Horne Electric 
Co., Jackson, $257,456. 

Mo., Poplar Bluffs—U. S. Eng., 300 
Broadway, Little Rock, Ark., 200-bed, re- 
in.-con., steel, brick, stone hospital for 
Veterans Administration, Vermont Ave. 
between H and I Sts., N.W., Wash. 25. 
D. C., to Alport Carlon Constr. Co., Title 
Guaranty Bldg., 706 Chestnut St., St. 
Louis, Zone 1. $5,082,500. Bids 12/23. 

Pa., Camp Mill (Harrisburg P.0.)— 
Hempt Estate, Camp Hill, shopping cen- 
ters, incl. stores and parking lot 32 and 
Market Sts., own forces. Over $500,000. 
D. S. Readinger, 1405 N. Front St., Harris- 
burg, archt. 
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3 Vice-Presidents Take 
Office with Detroit Edison 


The three vice-presidents who were 
elected last week by the Detroit Edison 
Co, (EW, Jan 3, page 21) have now 
taken office. 

Walker L. Cisler, named executive 
vice-president, returned in 1945 from 
serving on General Eisenhower's staff 
in Europe where he directed re-estab- 
lishment of utility services. He is a 
consultant for the U.S. Atomic Energy 
Commission and has been chief engi- 
neer of Detroit Edison’s power plants. 

Mr Cisler became identified with 
Public Service Electric & Gas Co. New- 
ark, N. J., 


as a cadet engineer in 1922, 








W. L. Cister 





and gradually advanced to general 
superintendent of generation, and assist- 
ant general manager of the electric 
department. Prior to the outbreak of 
World War II, he was loaned to the War 
Production Board, Office of War Utili- 
lies, to assist the government in mobiliz- 
ug electric power for the war effort. 
These duties developed into the super- 
‘ising of scheduling and production of 
power equipment, including that for the 
War and Navy Departments, the co- 
tdination of construction of power 
jrojects, and the development and allo- 
‘ation of equipment for lend-lease and 
hers. In 1943 he became identified 
with the Detroit Edison Co and was 
uanted a leave of absence to serve in 
te U.S. Army at the request of the 
Var Department. After serving in the 
edit rranean Theatre of Operations 
‘ith the rank of Lieutenant Colonel, he 
‘as transferred in 1944 to the European 
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Theater and became chief of public 
utilities section, Supreme Headquarters, 
\llied Expeditionary Forces. In 1945, 
he was promoted to Colonel and after 
the dissolution of SHAEF was ap- 
pointed chief of the public utilities sec- 
tion, Office of Military Government, for 
Germany. As a member of General 
Eisenhower’s staff, Mr Cisler was re- 
sponsible for the rehabilitation of elec- 
tric power, gas, and water services, for 
military and essential civilian require- 
ments. In recognition of his outstand- 
ing performance in coordinating and 
directing the many military and civilian 
organizations involved, he was awarded 
many American and foreign decorations. 
In 1945, he returned from overseas and 
assumed the duties of chief engineer of 
power plants of Detroit Edison Co. 
Since the beginning of his career he has 
served actively on various technical and 
administrative committees of the Edison 
Electric Institute, the American Society 
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of Mechanical Engineers and the Amer- 
ican Institute of Electrical Engineers. 

Mr Cisler’s duties as executive vice- 
president under the general manager, 
will include responsibility for personnel, 
employment, and medical and safety 
departments, which were formerly 
under the jurisdiction of the late James 
H. Walker. 

Mr Lobban, who was elected vice- 
president in charge of all company ac- 
counting, has been secretary and gen- 
eral accountant of the company and has 
been employed continuously since 1911. 
He will have general responsibility for 
the company’s accounting department, 
but will turn over the specific duties of 
general accountant to Thomas E. Hurns, 
just appointed general accountant. 

The third vice-president, Edward T. 
Gushee, has been assistant to the chair- 
man and was first employed by Detroit 
Edison in 1920. He has been active in 
company sales, purchasing and manage- 
ment affairs, and in Ordnance matters 
both in Washington and Detroit during 


World War II. 


Vice Admiral Hussey Made 
ASA Administrative Head 


(See Front Cover) 


Vice-Admiral George F. Hussey, Jr, 
USN (Ret.), wartime Chief of the 
Navy’s Bureau of Ordinance, has joined 
the staff of the American Standards 
Association and on January 1 will as- 
sume the duties as administrative head 
of that organization. In this assignment 
Admiral Hussey will take over the 
tremendously increased administrative 
responsibilities from Dr P. G. Agnew, 
one of the world’s foremost authorities 
on standardization. Dr Agnew will con- 
tinue his service to ASA as consultant. 
Cyril Ainsworth, who for a number of 
years has been in charge of the tech- 
nical activities of the ASA, will serve 
with Vice Admiral Hussey as director 
of operations of the ASA staff. 

Admiral Hussey started his outstand- 
ing Navy career in 1912 with an ap- 
pointment to the U. S. Naval Academy. 
Specializing in ballistics, Admiral 
Hussey advanced in grade and responsi- 
bility to the position of Chief of Bureau 
of Ordnance, Navy Department, Wash- 
ington. D. C. For his service in this 








to 
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capacity he was awarded the Distin- 
guished Service Medal. 

Dr Agnew has served the ASA as sec- 
retary and head of the staff for the past 


28 years. 


H. V. Erben New Manager, 
GE Apparatus Department 


H. V. Erben, who recently was elected 
a vice-president of the General Electric 
Co and appointed general manager of 
the apparatus department (EW, Dec 27, 
Page 12) has been serving in the ca- 
pacity of a commercial vice-president 
of the company and assistant general 
manager of the apparatus department 
with headquarters in Schenectady. 

Joining the organization in 1920 as a 
student engineer on the test course, he 
was transferred two years later to com- 
mercial engineering work in the lighting 
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department and the following year 
joined the apparatus division of the 
central station department. Subsequent 
appointments included the managership 
of the apparatus division, the switch- 
gear division and the central station de- 
partment. In 1944, he was elected a 
commercial vice-president and the fol- 
lowing year he was named assistant 
general manager of the apparatus de- 
partment. 

Roy C. Muir, whom Mr Erben is suc- 
ceeding, retired on Jan 1 after 42 years 
of service with the company. He has 
been a GE vice-president since 1933 and 
general manager of the apparatus de- 
partment for the past 3 years. 

Muir received his early training with 
GE in the turbine engineering depart- 
ment, later joining the power and min- 
ing engineering department, which is 
now the industrial divisions. When the 
International General Electric Co was 
organized in 1919, Mr Muir was ap- 
pointed chief commercial engineer of 
that company, but returned to GE in 


1922. Eight years later he became gen- 
eral assistant to the late Charles E. 
Eveleth, then vice-president in charge of 
engineering. Subsequently he was ap- 
pointed manager of the engineering de- 
partment, the position he held until his 
promotion to vice-president in charge of 
engineering in 1933. In 1941, he became 
a member of the staff of Charles E. 
Wilson, president, relinquishing these 
special duties in 1944 to become general 
manager of the apparatus department. 

The new treasurer, John D. Lockton. 
has been an assistant treasurer of the 
company since 1934. He joined the 
company in 1926 following graduation 
from the University of Michigan, and 
was assigned to the disbursements di- 
vision, accounting department. Subse- 
quently transferred to the auditing de- 
partment, he made audits of the plants 
and offices of GE and many of its 
associated companies, including those in 
Argentina and Brazil. In 1932 he was 
named assistant to the treasurer and two 
years later was elected assistant treas- 
urer. 


> V. W. Paen, for the past 4 years 
connected with the publicity department 
of the North American Philips Co, Inc, 
New York, has joined the staff of the 
College of Engineering, New York Uni- 
versity. 


> Harry T. Prircuarn, president of the 
Indianapolis Power & Light Co, has 
been elected president of the Indian- 
apolis Chamber of Commerce. 


OBITUARY 
> Joun A. Ramace, chief metallurgist 
of the Westinghouse Electric Corp 


lamp division in Bloomfield, N. J., died 
of a heart attack on December 21 at 
his home in that city. He was 56 years 
old. Mr Ramage had been with the 
Westinghouse plant in Bloomfield for 
28 years. 


> Jame A. O'NEAL, assistant superin- 
tendent of the electrical department of 
the Duke Power Co in Greenville, S. C., 
died on December 21 following a short 
illness. He was 47 years old. Mr 
O’Neal had been with the Duke Power 
company in Greenville for the past 28 
years, 


> Joun M. Tipps, Sr. operator of the 
Tennessee Valley Authority hydroelec- 
tric plant at Estill Springs, Tenn., died 
on December 15 after a long illness at 
his home in that city. He was 51 years 


old. 


January 





A. Emory Wishon 


A. Emory Wishon, executive vice- 
president of the Pacific Gas & Electric 
Co, San Francisco, died on January 4 





at his country home in Danville, Calif. 
He was 65 years old. The son of A. G. 
Wishon, one of the pioneers in hydro- 
electric development on the Pacific 
Coast, A. Emory grew up with the elec- 
trical industry in the San_ Joaquin 
Valley, in particular PG&E and pre- 
decessor companies with which he had 
been connected for the past 38 years. 
At his death he was in charge of the 
postwar expansion program. 

He promoted the Coalinga Water & 
Electric Co in 1909 and _ introduced 
electricity into oil well operations. Join- 
ing the San Joaquin Light & Power 
Corp as assistant general manager in 
charge of the southern division in 1910, 
he advanced to assistant general man- 
ager in 1913 and to general manager in 
1920. To these duties he added the re- 
sponsibilities of general manager of the 
Great Western Power Co in 1926 and 
served in this capacity, as well as vice- 
president of both companies, until 1930 
when control of them was acquired by 
PG&E. He then became vice-president 
and assistant general manager of Pacific 
Gas and president of the San Joaquin 
utility, which was operated as a sep 
arate unit until 1938. 

One of the originators of the Cali- 
fornia Electrical Cooperative Cam- 
paign, Mr Wishon had been active in 
association and civic affairs for many 
years. He was a past-president of the 
Pacific Coast Electrical Association and 
served for 2 years as chairman of the 
National Electric Light Association 
committee on customer ownership. He 
was the first exponent of the self-inter- 
est plan of financing public utility work 
locally. a program which created con 
siderable interest throughout the coul- 
try, and also served for many years 48 
a director of both the California State 
and San Francisco Chambers of Com- 
merce. 
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Transformer Relief Device 


A COVER-MOUNTED, mechanical relief 
device that will vent internal trdns- 


former pressures caused by electric 
arcs or overloads has been announced 
by Westinghouse Electric Corp, Sharon, 
Pa. Designed to fit any transformer 





with a 9-in. handhole opening, adapters 
can be used for larger openings if 
necessary. The relief device is 17 in. in 
diameter and stands approximately 7 
in. above the transformer. 

A roller latching arrangement locks 
the vent tightly closed until the pres- 
sure for which the device is set is 
reached when it trips the vent fully 
open. The device can be set for 10 psi 
and tripping takes place within 0.5 lb 
pressure of this setting. A dome over 
the opening prevents rain from entering 
the transformer even after operations. 





Troffer Units 


TROFFERLITE UNITS in 12-in., 24-in. 
and 1334-in. widths, and in deep or 
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NEW EQUIPMENT 


shallow construction, are offered by 
Leader Electric Co, 6127 Broadway, 


Chicago 40, Ill. The troffer units are 
treated against rust and finished in 
baked enamel inside and with gray 
baked enamel exteriors. 

The 12-in. and 24-in. fixtures are 
manufactured in the following types: 
open, glass enclosed, baffled and lou- 
vered. In deep construction they can 
be had for use with 96-in. and 72-in. 
Slimline tubes. The 13%4-in. fixture 
is available only with Holophane Con- 
trolens. 


Multi-purpose Truck 


A COMBINATION machine, known as 
the Lift-O-Krane— a mobile crane, a 
fork lift truck, and a ram truck— has 
been developed by Silent Hoist & Crane 
Co, 841 Sixth Third St, Brooklyn 20, 








































N. Y. This automotive unit is available 
in 5-ton and 7%%-ton capacities. It 
has front-wheel drive, rear-wheel steer. 
worm-drive hoisting load control, and 
hydraulic power lift. 

The forks are folded back when the 
crane or the ram is to be used. The 
boom is mounted by fastening hinge 
strips and is operated from the drivers 
seat. The ram has a claw to hook to the 
fork frame. 


Raceway Covers 


ANNOUNCEMENT is made by The 
Wiremold Co, Hartford 10, Conn., re- 
garding an addition to its line of fittings 
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for use with its No. 3000 raceway of 
a series of eight covers (Cat. Nos. 
3046A-3046H inclusive). These covers 
are designed to take single receptacles, 
duplex receptacles, tumbler switches, 
surface devices, screw type sign recep- 
tacles, surface type sign receptacles, 
condulet devices, and fixtures and drop 
cords. 

Designed for maximum ease of in- 
stallation, each cover is equipped with 
two mounting straps which snap around 
the beads of the raceway base. 

These covers are 45% in. long with 
the exception of the Condulet device 
cover which is 5 in. long. All are fur- 
nished in standard Wiremold finish. 

Capacity of No. 3000 Wiremold with 
devices in place is six No. 8, eight No. 
10, ten No. 12, and ten No. 14 Type 
R or RH conductors; and eight No. 6, 
ten No. 8; ten No. 10; ten No. 12; and 
ten No. 14 Type T or RU conductors. 


Lighting Reflector Hood 


A NEW Hoop, form 107, has been de- 
signed for use with suburban street 
lighting reflectors, according to an an- 
nouncement by the Lighting Division 
of General Electric Co, Schenectady, 
N. ¥. 


The new design is a diecast alumi- 























num hood with side mounting slip 
fitter for 114-in. pipe. Because of the 
arrangement of supporting brackets 


and mounting bosses, it can be set for 
either the 4%¢-in. light center, 1000- 
lumen lamp, or the 544-in. light center, 
2500-lumen lamp, using only a screw 
driver. The side mounting arrange- 


ment is reported to provide for as much 
as a foot greater mounting height of 
bracket above the street. 
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ELECTRICAL BUSINESS 


OUTLOOK 


BOOM IN ‘48. That's the general economic fore- 
cast. And it applies with full force to the utility 
industry. 


Business’ own outlays for expansion form the back- 
bone of the boom. And electric utilities will be in 
the van. They will spend over $2 billion in 1948 
for new facilities. That's the total reported to ELEC- 
TRICAL WORLD in its annual survey of the indus- 
try's plans. It tops 1947 actual expenditures by a 
thumping 42% (see chart). 


Business as a whole probably will buy about as 
much plant and equipment as in the year past. Rail- 
roads are likely to spend more, some manufacturing 
industries will purchase less; retail trade and com- 
mercial lines should keep up their 1947 pace. With 
utility plans up, overall totals should hold high. 


Hence, analysts look for the boom to go on most of 
the year. Aid to Europe will keep exports large. 
Construction is on the rise. Consumers still have 
savings or credit for autos and other durable goods. 
And weak spots—like a drop in buying for inven- 
tory—right now are few and far between. 


ECONOMISTS DO HEDGE, to be sure, on phophecies 
for more than the next twelve months. Inflation, with 
wages going up after food prices, is one concern. 
No one yet can foresee what 1948 crops will be like. 
No one knows how strong Congress’ anti-inflation 
controls will be. So there is uncertainty for ‘49. 


One of the worst headaches for business—especially 
utilities—grows from Washington's drive to curb 
monetary inflation. The drive works to make utility 
expansion more costly and more difficult. And if 
the policy is maintained and works too well in ‘48, 
it may boomerang—and bust the boom. 


For almost two years the federal government has 
sought to curb growth of bank credit. Its aim is to 
limit the supply and use of money that can bid up 
prices of goods. So far Washington has not won. 
Bank loans have shot up—by $7 billion in 1947. 


Utility financing has been affected, however. One 
of Washington’s main weapons has been to increase 
interest rates, thus depressing prices of government 
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bonds. Prices of other securities go down along with 
governments. Hence investors ask for higher inter- 
est rates on any new bonds or stocks. And utilities 
raise most of their funds for expansion by sale of 
such new securities. 


Just in the last few weeks the Federal Reserve Board 
has again taken action which reduces prices of gov- 
ernment bonds. And corporate bonds have once 
more played follow-the-leader and declined in price. 
So 1948 utility issues—needed in record volume to 
finance record expansions—will have to bear still 
higher interest rates. 


So this question comes up: Will utilities be able to 
raise the capital they require at interest rates they 
can afford? This problem bears on all business. 
If capital is too costly and too hard to raise, outlays 
for expansion may shrink. And general business 
activity will go down if expenditures are slashed. 


AS THE BOOM GOES ON, power sales will climb. 
In ‘47 all main classes of sales gained about the 
same. Total kilowatt hour sales advanced 13%. In- 
dustrial sales went up a fraction more than 13%. 
Commercial sales—small light and power—rose 
almost 16%. And residential and rural together in- 
creased 15%. The small miscellaneous group trailed 
with a 5% advance. 


Industrial sales cannot be expected to make a 13% 
rise again in 1948 over 1947. Last year, industrial 
production jumped 10% over the 1946 average, 
according to the Federal Reserve Index. Even if the 
boom rolls on uninterrupted all year, output can’t 
go up 10% over ‘47. There is not that much idle or 
new industrial capacity to put into operation. Pro- 
duction can expand 5% or so, at most. 


Residential and rural sales benefit from erection of 
new homes, new connections with old homes, and 
new uses of power for appliances in already con- 
nected homes. Government experts foresee a size- 
able jump in numbers of new homes completed in 
1948 over 1947. Also, more new connections will 
be made this year than last. Even output and sale 
of new appliances should go up, if the over-all boom 
rolls on all year. Seemingly, therefore, residential 
and rural power business will be outstanding. 
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